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The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the Commission Chambers at the Ford County Government Center.

Those present were:   
 
Shawn Tasset, Chairman 	                                  Tanda Bartlett, Assistant County Administrator  
Chris Boys, Commissioner                                       Debbie Cox, County Clerk                                          
Gary Thomas, Commissioner                                       
			   				

Chairman Tasset called the meeting to order.  
Pastor Kirk Larson with Grace Community Church led the group in prayer, followed by Chairman Tasset leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda

Cereal Malt Beverage License: Rancho Santa Fe LLC

Commissioner Boys moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Open Public Comment -None

Unfinished Business - None
 
Legal Counsel - None

County Administrator’s Report

Emergency Communications: Annual Call handling

Director Elliot Linke presented for approval the invoice for Kansas 911 Annual Call Handling for $90,600.00. 

Commissioner Boys moved to approve the invoice as presented. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.
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Fire & EMS: Remount Ambulance

Chief Rob Boyd requested permission to remount an ambulance and presented a quote from Osage Ambulances for $189,655.00.

Commissioner Boys moved to approve the purchase as presented for remount of an ambulance from Osage Ambulances. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0

Southwest Kansas Area Agency on Aging: HUD/ Public Housing Agency Plan

Kari Unruh, SWKAA Director, presented for approval the 1-year plan for the Public Housing Agency. 

Chairman Tasset moved to approve the 1-year plan for the Public Housing Agency as presented. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0

Ford County Engineer: Report

Jon Halbgewachs Ford County Engineer reported on the active projects.
US Highway 50 expansion west of Dodge City to Cimarron - Sent a follow-up email on November 21, 2025 and KDOT sent a response that they are working to develop an offer for Ford County.
113 Road Resurfacing and 4-lane extension to US 50- (KDOT Cost Share Reimbursing up to $1 million) – Construction is 100 % complete. A Final walk-through inspection was held on December 29, 2025. The road is now open to traffic. The contractor is working on a handful of final punch list items.
Pioneer Creek Wind Farm w/NextEra south of Wright- The latest from NextEra is that construction is planned to begin spring 0f 2026. Kirkham Michael will get started with load rating drainage structures and pre-construction haul route documentation in January.
Booth Hill Solar – Construction of the project appears to be complete. The developer is working to put the facility into production. 
Bridge OS 101 (on 135 Road 1.0 miles north and 3.7 miles east of Windthorst) The KSHS approved the historical application for OS Bridge 56 on December 3. The application goes before the Historic Sites Board of Review on February 7, 2026. The KSHS accepted the historical documentation for OS Bridge 101 on December 16. The Corps of Engineers said that their requirements have been satisfied and they will issue their permit. Kirkham Michael is now finalizing the plans and bid documents to replace OS Bridge 101. We are going to propose receiving contractor bids on February 27, 2026 for me to present the bids at the March 2, Commissioner meeting.

 I am requesting the Commissioners to approve a Temporary Construction Easement from Mr. Lawton Nuss, a landowner adjacent to the bridge. 

Chairman Tasset moved to approve a Temporary Construction Easement from Mr. Lawton Nuss. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

OS Bridge 31 Reconstruction and Roadway Re-Alignment (Duck Creek on 114 Road north of Garnett) – SMH will be proceeding with offers to landowners.
FAS Bridge 220 Deck Repair – This project is being advertised for bids. Bids will be received on January 29, 2026 to be presented at the February 2, 2026 Commission meeting. 
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Intend to present an engineering agreement for construction engineering during the construction of this project at the February 2 Commission meeting.
Clark Solar and Battery Energy Storage Facility – Clark Solar RUMA was approved at the 12/1/25 Commission meeting The Battery Energy Storage RUMA was on the 12/30/25 Commissioner agenda.
Mako Wind – The start date of construction is unknown, but assumed to be 2027 or 2028.
Quaker Road Low Water Crossing – Brad and I met with Richland Township on December 5 to review the plan which was developed by Kirkham Michael in 2021. The Township is interested in moving forward with improving the road but is contemplating the extent of the scope and how to pay for the cost.
New Business: Reviewing the CUP Application for Boot Hill Energy Storage (Battery Energy Storage System or BESS). Checking on Parking at Juv. College Holes and pavement. 

Ford County Engineer: 2026 Hot Mix Asphalt Overlay of Garnett Road

Chairman Tasset moved to table this item to the next meeting. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Schedule Change: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

The Board will need to change the date for the 2nd County Commission meeting in January. Martin Luther King Jr. Day is on Monday, January 19, 2026.

Chairman Tasset moved to approve the change of the 2nd County Commission meeting to Tuesday January 20, 2026. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.


Upcoming Meetings

Next Regular Board of County Commissioners-meeting will be on Tuesday, January 20, 2026.
KAC Local Government Day: Wednesday, January 28th, Beacon, 420 SW 9th Ave Topeka.


Chairman Tasset motioned to adjourn, at 4:19 p.m. Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0. 

 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FORD COUNTY, KANSAS

______________________                           
Shawn Tasset, Chairman
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Debbie Cox, County Clerk
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